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Great Barrington

CASTLE STREET CAFE

52B524d

10 Castte 51, Gi. Bar-
nngion

Closed: Tues.

Frce Moderate to
Bxpansive

Cuisine; Aamensan, French,
ftahan

Serving: D

Credit Cards: D, 8IC Y.

Special Fearures: Cruvanet
wWine par.

A new gem in Great Barmngton's crown! Chef
owner Michael Ballon has transtormed a preva
ously finxed restaurant space into one of the bveliest
and most constsiently sabstne eating establishments
in Berkshire. The decor is strmphtiorward upscale
histro with de rigeier exposed brick walls, white linen
tabiecloths, mesh fowers and a handsome, invinng
barat the back of the dining room = a great spot for
a cool dank late on a summer’s night or a hot 1oddy
after (he mowvies at the nearby Mahaiwe, The bar s
cquippad withacruvine to keepseveral special wines

fresh even though opened: a mcy touch for diners

who mav want only a glassivl but who want some-
thing better than standard restaurant house wine. Tabie service 1s lop-notch —
ateentive, well informed and prompt. Unlike many other sophisticated restau-
rants which turn away the dessert and caitee crovwd, Castle Street treats everyane
with the same warmih and welcome.

A principal ingredient of chef Ballon's excellence is hisrehance enthebest local
suppliers tor evervthing fresh — from geat cheese ta French bread to produce.
The menu ttpsits hat to these Berkshire provisioners b Listing them prominentiy.
a irendiy custom we'd Like to see mare often, Even on busy mghis. the Castle
Street cheds find nme o schmeoze with the crowd. atfording diners the opporm-
nitv 10 ask about cenain dishes o7 offer a word ai prase. There 1s much here to
applaud.

The eciecnc menu combines French, Halian and Amencan influences. some-
simes i rradinonat dishes Tike Cassowlet {from southwestern France and some-
times in more adventurous dishes like Egpplant Roulade, stafted with three
cheeses, an entrée one might associate with the new cutsine from Califorua.
Flavor. cotor, aroma and all-around zestiness charactenze the cooking here.

Vegetanans and carnevores aliks have a goad range vi Choles L0 pur many
visits we have enjoved entrees such as pertect Fertcime Al e Tnree-Cheese
Eggpiant Roulade with a pungent tomata sauce nside; and pasta with wonder-
fully fresh jumbo shnmp. Some of the side dishes — the Zuchini Fricers and the
Sautéed Broccol — even putdo the entrees.

The dessert lis: proves apain that less s more  Avoiding lw lesmplation to
dazzle tis patrons with 2 lang hst of desserts, Castle Sireet oiters o moaest array
o1 unsormiy exeellentsweetireats. Constdur the Chocakate dons<e, which Miaesdiy
duclazed “the world s best.” But vou muzht aiso v ane of our lavorites, humblus
but possibly more satstying: Castle Street's App le Crisg.

Castle Street 15 not inexpensive, but we ve always felt 1t 1o be a great value,
cxtremely fine fare jor A fair pnce. For is supenor tood, reasonabie prices. and
extraordinarity convivial atmospherc, Castle Street raies as one vl Berkshire's
vary best,
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